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FOREWORD
David Ray Griffin

This little book, being a collection of occasinal, exploratory essays, is
imperfect in many ways. But I hope it conveys to Iranian readers an
approach that is different from both traditional and modern philosphy
and theology in the west as well the deconstructive type of postmodern
thought.

I have long been attracted to the culture and people of Iran, and I
have a growing interest in what is occurring in contemporary Islamic
thought. I am, therefore, very grateful to Professor Hamidreza Ayatollahy
for translating my book, which 1 hope will initiate & conversation with
some other Iranian philosophers and theologians.

I trust that readers will see that this book present a type of christian
theology that does not presuppose that christianity is somehow different
in kind from, in the sense of being superior in principle to, all other
religious traditions. this type of christion theology does not hold, in
particular, that Jesus of Nazarcth was divine in the sense of being a

supernatural incarnation of the "second person of the divine trinity." 1 do
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believe that it can be helpful to speak of a threefoldness in God, but this
is a type of threefoldness that could be affirmed by Jews, Muslims, and
other unitarians. I also believe that God was immanent in Jesus’s
experience in an extraordinary way. But I believe that God is immanent
in all human -- indeed, all creaturely -- experience, and that God has been
immanent in an extraorinary way, so as to be especially revelatory, in
many individuals, such as Hosea, Jeremiah, and Mohammed.

Given these beliefs, I endorse the view known as "religious pluralism."
Pluralism need not imply relativism. The pluralism I affirm is primarily
the denial that all religious truths and values are found in any one religion
-- as christian exclusivists have claimed for cheistianity. In large part
because of this exclusivist attitude, the rclationship between christianity
and Islam (as well as that between christianity and Judaism) has involved
much tragedy. and today there are some prominent voices predicting that
clashes between the Islamic world and the "Christian" West Will be a

central factor of the 21st century.

My own hope is that the religions of the world will instead join forces
to prevent the 21st century from producing even more suffering, death,
and destruction than did the 20th. we share crucial values, especially in
comparison with the values that are increasingly dominant at the global
level. These presently dominant values, which promote profit for the rich

at the expense of the poor and the natural ecosystem, can be called

Divine Creator and Lover of all peoples and all life must want us to
embody in our personal lives and our institutions -- the values of Truth,

Beauty, Goodness, Fairness, Respect, and compassion. I Hope that
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christianity, Islam, and the other religions of the world will join forces to
fashion a world order in which these values, rather than their opposites,

provide the basis for global policies.

David Ray Griffin
Claremont School of Theology
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